COPSS MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2006

PRESENT:



OUTCOMES:
Minutes Approved: Minutes approved after two changes..third paragraph on page two should read "Port Police and other lst responders have been doing joint dives twice a month..." and on Page Three...second paragraph "South" should be added to Harbor Gateway.

Report of First Responders: Officer Jacquelin of the Coast Guard reported that the recent Table Top Exercise was a big success and there will be a full scale exercise in the Fall of 2008. In am emergency situation the Coast Guard is responsible for events on the water and other first responders are responsible for evacuation issues on land. Officer Graychik of the LA Port Police also supported the success of the table top exercise stating that a private consulting firm coupled with the Coast Guard conducted the exercise. The private firm is compiling the results and a report will be issued very soon. Robert Teramura of the LAPD said 150 people participated in the Exercise representing 30 agencies. The results further reflected the quality of the first responders in developing one of the best security programs in the nation. The Exercise included strategic planning...related to the distribution of information, intelligence gathering and evacuation options based on the type of emergency. The outcome included identifying five strengths and five weaknesses. Strengths included the excellent working relationship among the first responders, their knowledge of each other's responsibilities and the links to area agencies. LAPD also reported Harbor Division Captain, Joan McNamara, is working
on a plan to get more community involvement in emergency preparedness including churches, neighborhood councils, etc. COPSS was represented at the Exercise by Carter Calhoun. He was most impressed with the effectiveness of the unified command and the importance placed on community preparation...."we do not want to be unpleasantly surprised". The next Table Top Exercise may be in September of 07.     

Report of the Chair: Lonna Calhoun reported that the Port of Long Beach will build a new security facility. Their Port will also receive $7.4 million in federal funds and the Port of LA will receive $4.6 million. These two sources of funding will be used for credentialing. Also, the LA City Council Public Safety Committee has endorsed increasing the LA Emergency Preparedness Dept from 17 to 25 staff including six new emergency coordinators. COPSS has a new web site....www.COPSS-CA.org. The COPSS Task Force has been meeting and is working on by-laws and other essential requirements for submitting the Not For Profit application. Neighborhood Councils are supporting our recommendation to require local evacuation plans for new building developments. COPSS continues to be represented on the  excellent AMSC and also its Shoreside Stakeholder Sub-Committee. 

Report on Outreach: Tom Villiger reported COPSS desire to form two short term subcommittees. One would work on Resource Development (reviewing and selecting the top three E. brochures and best examples of emergency kits) and the second committee would  focus on Outreach  (Marketing, Outreach Presentations, Initial Test Sites, etc.). The process of Outreach prepares everyone for an emergency and also has a secondary value of socializing the neighbors so they get to know each other. In our October meeting, we will form these subcommittees and provide time to begin working on their tasks. 

Audience Comments: A Farmer's Insurance representative advised that their company has extensive written plans for helping business owner's in recovery work following an emergency. Chuck Hawley said there is lots of discussion about emergency preparedness kits, but we need emphasis on 'consequences of emergencies". Ricardo Hong of the Mayor's Office said he was most impressed with plans to formulate a COPSS not for profit organization. Rob Simpson of Betty Karnette's office summarized the legislation that awaits the Governor's signature to improve security. Richard Smith Chair of the Emergency Preparedness Committee for RPV reported on the big turn out of stakeholders for a 7.1 earthquake drill. Other comments included the challenges in communicating...multi-languages in our areas and apartment stakeholders. LAFD also provides a 3 1/2 hour orientation on CERT...which will help one decide about going 
through CERT Training. Perhaps one of our monthly meetings should include this Orientation. Neighborhood Council newsletters should publish information about COPSS including the new web site. It was suggested we might wish to have another Neighborhood Council Forum on Emergency Preparedness. A November event may be held in LA County for emergency medical service planning.  


NEXT MEETING: October 24th at 6 PM


Submitted by Tom Villiger
