COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROMOTING SAFETY AND SECURITY (COPSS)
                Notes from the April 24, 2007 Community Advisory Forum
   
Welcome: Lonna Calhoun welcomed participants and introduced members of the COPSS Board and the guest speaker, Jason R. Townsell, President of the American Safety Institute, Inc.

Presentation: The American Safety Institute provides safety training and consultation to many business entities throughout the area. The Institute does special training on hazmat situations. Living in the LA area provides a range of potentially dangerous hazmat situations because of refineries and the port transportation of chemicals, etc. 
     
hazardous materials may be radioactive, flammable, explosive, toxic, corrosive, or   biohazardous. 

hazardous incidents have included release of hydrocarbons and sour gas; explosion of   40 tons of dust containing nickel, vanadium, antimony and other toxins over 16 sq. miles; hydrogen sulfur leaks from local refineries; 1976 explosion of the Sansinena ship in San Pedro killing 9 people and injuring 58 and causing lots of area damage, and 43 California refinery incidents in the first six weeks of 2007 causing release of chemicals into the air and fires.

Hazardous releases are of two kinds...Stationary at a fixed site like a refinery OR Transportation on a highways, rail lines, pipelines, and waterways.

A Liquefied Natural Gas facility is a potential dangerous entity at least for people living  in a three mile area of such a facility if there is a fire explosion.

Current area risks are present with older facilities and older chemical storage units. 
Preparedness is the key...with these vital questions!
      
       * Do you and your family know what to do in an emergency?
       * Are you prepared to survive on your own for 72 hours?
       * What will you do if you are separated from your family?
       * How will you know if they are safe?
       * Do you know what to do if you are t work when a disaster occurs?
       
Train all family members, Assemble a Disaster Supply Kit for home and vehicles including first aid kits. Get First Aid training and CERT training.

If outside, go upwind away from a dangerous chemical air movement  

1st Responders Comments

Captain Mike Graychik said the LAPD and Port Police have formed a partnership which   will have a command post in the new LAPD building under construction. Also, LAPD has Community Alert Network (CAN) which allows automated dialing to area homes in an emergency. Also, police helicopter, police loud speaker systems, radio stations and       other means will be used to notify the public of emergency situations. The Port of LA also has major and well enforced procedures for transport of hazardous materials by truck, etc.  The Fire Dept also has a hazardous materials mobile unit (one of 3 in the LA area). 

P. Jacquelin PR Officer of the Coast Guard discussed the excellent coordination among first  responders in the LA area. Also, all ships have manifest which helps regulators and inspectors know potential cargo content. Activities of fire/spark are all regulated via the Port. 

Next Meeting...Tuesday, May 22, 2007 at 6 PM in the Board Room of the Port of LA.
      
