· COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROMOTING SAFETY AND SECURITY (COPSS)
                       NOVEMBER 28, 2006 MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES


SPECIAL PRESENTATION (Primary focus of the entire meeting):
Sergeant Shannon Paulson, Office In Charge of the Emergency Preparedness Unit of LAPD, spoke on emergency preparedness in the home. Sergeant Paulson has three staff and three more are being hired. She will be training a lead emergency preparedness officer at each of the 19 LAPD district offices. 

Three Major Emergency possibilities: earthquake, terrorist attack and hazardous materials incident.

What Should You DO?  
Know the possible threats in your area.  Know the emergency plans in your local school, special care facilities, church, etc.

Develop an emergency plan at home involving all your family...
· The Plan should include working with your neighbors, arrange for a neighbor to pick up your child(ren) from school if you cannot get it home, have telephone # handy for notifying selected key relatives, know which neighbor may need help...elderly, handicapped, etc.

· Identify who in the family is in charge in an emergency occurs.

· The family emergency plan should anticipate an emergency lasting at least 72 hours.

· A family emergency kit/container is essential now and should be regularly updated. 

· Have a sign made to put on the front door in an emergency with identifying special needs such as who needs to be evacuated, who may require special care, who is in the home including animals, etc.

· If you have pets, have a plan including food, pet containers, meds & other supplies.

· If you are sheltering at home seek the safest/ strongest location.

· If you smell gas leaking, turn off the main gas valve, but only do so if there is a problem  because a professional will be required to turn the gas back on.

· You may also need to shut off your main water valve and main electric box. In an emergency you may use water from the water heater. 

· If there is a chemical emergency in your area, you may need to shelter in place and seal doors and windows. 

· If outside during an emergency, select a place to avoid being injured by falling glass and other items. 

· If you are in an office building, you may find the main foyer is the safest location.

· If in a car in emergency, it may be best to park the car and get out an lay down next to the car.   
· Home preparation is important: Make sure the house is bolted to the foundation (law has required bolting for the past 40 years). The water heater must be strapped to the wall studs. Tall furniture (taller than wide) should be wired to the studs in the wall. 

· Identify utility shut offs and have tools nearly by to turn off the utilities. Have cash on hand..at least $200. Vehicles should have at least 1/2 tank of gas. Plan activities for children in an emergency to reduce stress. 

· Emergency Kits/Containers: A list of content items was distributed and is available from many organizations working on emergency preparedness. Rotate the kit items regularly and keep food items and meds near the top of the container so they can be refreshed even more often. The kit should be located near a doorway such as a garage door. The kit may be a large plastic container that can also be loaded into the car. Pet supplies should be in the kit. Surplus stores in Gardena and San Pedro have emergency supplies. Place ponchos in the kit. The cost of a kit is around $200 for a two member family and up to $400 for a larger family.

Audience Comments:  

· Presentations should be made in the schools on safety. Schools can use the Team Safe-T Program which Congresswoman Jane Harman has been advocating. 
· Presentations should be made to Churches, Special Care Facilities, businesses, etc.
· Volunteers need to be recruited to help neighborhoods prepare for an emergency.
· Perhaps stores like Home Depot would give gift certificates to those families who prepare an emergency kit....incentives may help jump start the program.
· Presentations need to be available in Spanish.

COPSS UPDATE: 

· Mike Feyder said COPSS will be going to each harbor area neighborhood councils in Jan/Feb   to update them on COPSS and the need for Councils to get involved in emergency planning.
· COPSS has applied for Not for Profit status...by-laws have been developed, a community advisory committee will be formed (with representatives from CERT, Medical, Neighborhood Councils, etc.). Fund raising will be an important role of COPSS to secure the resources to help plan and make presentations, purchase emergency supplies, conduct workshops.etc.
· Lonna will be representing COPSS at meetings with Congresswoman Jane Harman, etc.

NEXT MEETING: No meeting in December. The next COPSS monthly meeting is Tuesday, January 23rd at 6 PM in the Boys and Girls Club at the Harbor site.      
 
