Community Outreach Promoting Safety and Security (COPSS)
COPSS Community Advisory Forum   
Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2007

Approved  Minutes of the November 28, 2006 Meeting

Introductions of the COPSS Board:  Lonna Calhoun, Carter Calhoun, Mike Feyder, Peter Gravett, Lou Ropoli, and Tom Villiger. The Board will be seeking additional members for a total of  13 to 15 people.  

COPSS Community Advisory Committee: In addition to the board there will be a COPSS Community Advisory Committee representing the diversity of backgrounds in emergency preparedness. The Board and the Community Advisory Committee will convene regular meetings with community stakeholders which will be known as the COPSS Community Advisory Forums.

Special Guest Speaker: Ellis M. Stanley, SR., CEM  of the LA Emergency Preparedness Dept.

· Always ask "who is prepared for an emergency?"
· Market CERT...Community Emergency Response Team
· Identify the disabled in the community and enter in a data base
· UCLA is setting up a data based system of special needs resources
· Plan for pets...identify shelters that will accept pets and pet owners and assure
           that pet owners have a portable container to transport the pet(s).
· Have a data base of potential resource people...i.e. clergy, doctors, managers, etc.
· Develop official relationships with partners like the Red Cross, Shelter providers, etc.
· Develop Emergency Preparedness Ambassadors...to recruit volunteers, market CERT, etc.
· In an earthquake "Shift Happens" secure furniture in advance of an emergency
· Work with Ham Radio Operators and set up a contact/communication network 
· Send $ rather than hard goods to a disaster situations 
· The Mayor of LA would be in charge in a major LA Emergency...he will delegate tasks  (Generally, the Fire Department ends up in a lead role in a typical emergency)
· Public information is important through flyers, brochures, bill-boards, websites, my-space, etc.    
· LA is building a new Emergency Operations Center

  Audience Comments: 
    
· CERT usually likes a minimum of 25 participants to form a class 
· In February there will be a CERT meeting at Peck Park. 
· CERT is normally 7 sessions but a 3 hour CERT program is now available 
· There is an emergency preparedness group of Neighborhood Councils working on a citywide emergency preparedness project with Pat Herrera Duran as Chair 
· Since there are a lot of web-cameras now used by the public transportation agencies, police, etc., they could be used to track events in an emergency
· Other communities in the area with potentially model Emergency Preparedness programs include Brentwood, Reseda, Tarzana, and Topanga.       
       
Public Agency Reports:  

Mayor's Office Rep said the Mayor wanted a list of potential community emergency resources now and asked that the list include the Name, Emergency Contact # (cell #), Occupation,  and Capacity (area of leadership/resource). Thus, this could be a list of doctors, plumbers, managers, clergy, welders, etc. Mayor is asking COPSS and other groups to help identify these resource contacts. COPSS agreed to assist.
     
LAPD rep said LAPD is already working on data based resource contact list. LAPD will also be putting together brochures, flyers, etc. to get information to the public. Recently, LAPD  participated in a other emergency planning meetings related to a potential tidal wave, water emergency, and has been involved in Multi-Agency Port Taskforce regarding vehicle activity at the port. The latter has included surprise inspections of trucks. 
     

LA Port Homeland Security Office rep said they are continuing to work on managing a large security program including emergency preparedness for all hazards and recovery planning.  The rep liked the suggestion made by an audience rep for the use of web cams in an emergency.
     
Coast Guard rep said they conducted a Port Security Grant Seminar on January 17th to help grant writers prepare to request funding from the federal allocation of $14,700,000.  They are also working on a guidebook of Indicators of Terrorists Activity which is a tool to help sensitize agencies to be on the lookout for specific indicators. A draft document has been prepared and is now being reviewed for feedback by several entities.
    
LA Port Police rep said they have gone from 52 to 92 police and have increased the number of patrol cars. Their goal is to have 200 police. They are doing inspections of cars and trucks  in their staging area near the Cruise Terminal.     
     
Announcement: COPSS ask for volunteers to sign-up to assist with brochure development, outreach, speaker presentations, emergency kit development, public relations, phone tree's, website, cafe mixers, partnerships work with LAPD and Mayor's Office, etc. There will be a meeting of these volunteers on February 7th at 6 PM at the Boys and Girls Club, Port Plaza.

Next Meeting: February 27th at 6 PM with Timothy Nguyen as guest speaker from the
        American Red Cross of Greater Los Angeles.
